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Summary 
 

Objective(s):  

To present and transfer potential industry relevant results from MaCuMBA to international industry 

stakeholders by means of face to face events.  

 

Rationale:  

From Year 2 onwards, annual international industry seminars (three in total) are being organised 

where MaCuMBA results are presented and transferred to industry end-users. D9.33 concerns the 

second industry event within the framework of the MaCuMBA project. The ‘Marine Micr'Omics for 

Biotech Applications’ Industry Expert Workshop was co-organised by three EU-FP7 projects (Micro 

B3‐MaCuMBA-PharmaSea). This event not only offered the MaCuMBA partnership the opportunity 

to present their results to industry experts but also enhanced the relationship with its sister projects: 

Micro- B3 and PharmaSea.  

 

Results:  

The Micro B3 - MaCuMBa - PharmaSea - Industry Expert Workshop was held at the PharmaMar 

premises, Colmenar Viejo, Spain from 30 - 31 March 2015. This second Industry Expert Workshop 

was an opportunity for both academic stakeholders and industry to exchange opinions on the 

current approaches for the discovery of novel microbial strains, bioactives and engineering of 

marine-derived biocatalysts with the help of bioinformatics tools. Opportunities and challenges for 

understanding complex genome data and their application to discover new enzymes and bioactive 

compounds were also discussed. The MaCuMBA coordinator, Prof. Lucas Stal chaired the session 

entitled ‘New strategies for high throughput isolation of novel marine microorganisms’. 

 

Partner(s) involved in Deliverable production:  

AquaTT (P9), NIOZ (P1), Leibniz-Institut DSMZ-Deutsche Sammlung von Mikroorganismen und 

Zellkulturen, MicroDish BV, PharmaMar 
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1. Introduction 
 
Having an impact on the marine biotechnology sector is an important aspect of MaCuMBA as the 

partners work towards exploiting the results of their research on culturing the uncultured and 

improving the cultivation of other marine microorganisms to enable the screening of interesting 

organisms and their compounds. 

 

The effective transfer of novel research discoveries in the field of marine biotechnology can greatly 

improve Europe’s capacity to generate new commercial opportunities, so badly needed in crisis 

stricken Europe. In addition we also aim to strengthen the awareness of marine biotechnology 

results and applications across European industries, particularly for SMEs. 

 

One activity in MaCuMBA whereby it aims to have an impact on the marine biotechnology sector is 

the organisation of three international industry seminars where MaCuMBA results are presented 

and transferred to industry end-users. D9.33 concerns the second industry event. 

 

2. Methodology 
 

The MaCuMBA partnership decided that for the second event it was most effective and cost-efficient 

to join with its two sister projects (Micro B3 and PharmaSea) to organise this event. In addition, this 

was another activity whereby the linkages between these projects were strengthened and 

collaboration promoted. This Industry Expert Workshop offered the MaCuMBA partnership the 

chance to present the most relevant industry outputs of the MaCuMBA project. Both scientist and 

industry stakeholders were in attendance at this workshop and therefore this event offered the 

MaCuMBA project a platform to promote their excellent results.   

 

The coordinators from each of the three organising projects opened the workshop by giving a short 

introduction to their respective projects. There were four focused sessions on: 1) Natural products 

based on marine biodiversity; 2) Environmental biotechnology through marine microbial knowledge; 

3) Bioinformatic tools and methods for innovative blue biotechnology; and 4) New strategies for high 

throughput isolation of novel marine microorganisms. The focused sessions were then followed by a 

panel discussion on bioactives of marine origin: opportunities and challenges. Presentations were 

given by partners from Micro B3, MaCuMBA and PharmaSea along with external industry and 

academic stakeholders. The MaCuMBA coordinator, Prof. Lucas Stal, chaired the session entitled 

‘New strategies for high throughput isolation of novel marine microorganisms’.  

 

3. Results 
 
This joint Micro B3 - MaCuMBa - PharmaSea - Industry Expert Workshop entitled ‘Marine Micr'Omics 

for Biotech Applications’ took place in PharmaMar, Colmenar Viejo, Spain from 30 - 31 March 2015. 

This second Industry Expert Workshop brought together academic and industrial stakeholders and 

facilitated the exchange of opinions on the current approaches for the discovery of novel microbial 

strains, bioactives and engineering of marine-derived biocatalysts with the help of bioinformatics 



MaCuMBA – Deliverable D9.33 

 Page 6 of 19 

 

tools. Opportunities and challenges for understanding complex genome data and their application to 

discover new enzymes and bioactive compounds were also discussed. 

 

This event was a platform for research and industry alike to diversify their cross-sectoral knowledge, 

strengthen their existing partnerships and build new opportunities. This event was therefore an 

excellent opportunity for MaCuMBA to build new relationships, strengthen existing collaborations 

and promote and transfer the innovative outcomes of the project to key stakeholders.  

 

Professor Lucas Stal, MaCuMBA project coordinator, chaired the session entitled, ‘New strategies for 

high throughput isolation of novel marine microorganisms’. Two MaCuMBA partners, Jörg 

Overmann (Leibniz-Institut DSMZ-Deutsche Sammlung von Mikroorganismen und Zellkulturen, 

Germany) and Colin Ingham (MicroDish BV, the Netherlands) also presented in this session. Jörg 

Overmann gave a presentation on ‘Accessing and securing novel marine microbial resources through 

cultivation’ while Colin Ingham presented on ‘Microengineered chips based around porous 

aluminium oxide for microbial cultivation’. 

 

This workshop provided the platform for MaCuMBA to further develop and strengthen its 

relationship with industry and it was also an ideal opportunity to show the excellent industry-related 

results coming out of MaCuMBA. Furthermore, through discussions with stakeholders a better 

understanding of the type of results that industry is interested in was gained. The MaCuMBA 

partnership will continue to establish collaborations and endeavour to transfer MaCuMBA-results to 

relevant industries. 
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Annex 1 – Workshop Programme 
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Annex 1 – Workshop Programme contd. 
 

 
 



MaCuMBA – Deliverable D9.33 

 Page 9 of 19 

 

Annex 1 – Workshop Programme contd. 
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Annex 1 – Workshop Programme contd. 
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Annex 2 – List of Chairs and Speakers 
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Annex 2 – List of Chairs and Speakers condt. 
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